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@pilal 28
SUPERIOR GENERAL’'S MESSAGE

The Holy Gospel of Mark narrated the daily schedule of
Jesus in his ministry: “Very early in the morning, before daylight,
Jesus got up and went out to a lonely place where he prayed.
Simon and the others went out, too, searching for him; and when
they found him they said, “Everyone is looking for you.” Then
Jesus answered, “Let us go to the nearby villages so that |
may preach there also; for that is why | came.” So Jesus set
out for Galilee where he preached in all the synagogues and
cast out demons.” (Mark: 1: 35-39)

Interpreting this Gospel passage, the New Community
Bible gives the explanation: “Jesus now completes a full and
successful day of ministry. But before he continues it in the
neighbouring towns and villages, he withdraws to a lonely place
in order to pray. Silence and deep communion with God are
characteristics of a GURU. A deep prayer life must support
intense and selfless activity. Jesus’ battle is against the cosmic
forces of evil, and to do this, one must be strengthened by
communion with the all Holy God. The disciples get their first
lessons for a balanced combination of work and prayer.”

We are at the threshold of the General and Provincial
Synaxes 2021, which intend to ‘promote vigour and renewal of
religious life and its prudent adaptation to changing
circumstances of time and place in fidelity to our Charism and
to sustain the spiritual and apostolic vitality of the Congregation
under the guidance of the Church.’ In this process, we have the
model of Jesus, who is the best combination of prayer and
action. So we have the tag: Ascend and Shine, with a focus on
the processes of “going up the mountains” and “coming down
the mountains.” Itis a passion for God and passion for His people
- an effort to be with God and to reach out to the people in their
needs. When Jesus went out he was in search of God and his
intimacy with the heavenly Father as well as the people who
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were in dire needs. Whereas, when the disciples went out they
were in search of a miracle worker, healer and provider who
could meet all their immediate needs. Here is the drastic
difference between Jesus and the ordinary people including the
disciples. “When the people found Jesus on the other side of
the lake, they said to him, ‘Teacher, when did you get here'?
Jesus answered: | am telling you the truth, you are looking for
me because you ate the bread and had all you wanted, not
because you understood my miracles.”(John - 06: 25)

In the Holy Gospel according to Matthew, we find one
reference of the withdrawal and involvement strategy of Jesus:
“... Jesus withdrew secretly by boat for a secluded place, where
they could be by themselves. But the people heard of it and
they followed him on foot from their towns. When Jesus went
ashore, he saw the large crowd of people gathered there and
had compassion on them.” (Matthew-14: 13-14) Late in the
afternoon, when the disciples said to Jesus to send the people
away as it was a lonely place, Jesus insisted that “they do not
need to go away; you give them something to eat.” It was an
advice of Jesus for the involvement of his disciples with the
people in need. It was a revolutionary ideal - meet the basic
needs and rights of people - right to food, right to survival, right
to associate etc. Eventually the episode of the miraculous
multiplication of bread, as we understand, became an event of
compassion followed by concrete action, community building,
sharing, participation, leadership and facilitation. The disciples
became collaborators and facilitators with Jesus in managing
the needs of the multitude. The disciples learnt the lessons of
withdrawal for spiritual strength and of their involvement with
the people, which includes different steps of community
organization and facilitation.

“Christ Jesus, though being divine in nature did not claim
equality with God, but emptied himself, taking on the nature of
a servant, made in human likeness and in appearance found
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as a man.” (Phil: 2: 6-7) The best example of Jesus himself is
the pattern and paradigm for us to have the self-emptying and
self-effacing attitude - Kenosis. This shall be incarnation for
each one of us - we reach out to people to be with them with
the richness of the God-experience. As Jesus came down from
heaven, we come down to stand at the ground level to be with
people. In this way our religious life is a daily schedule of going
up and coming down, as Jesus did.

Jesus practiced and promoted the Servant Leadership
style. He showed the example of humble service by washing
the feet of the disciples. He showed by his life that power and
authority are means of incarnation - to be with the people, to
respect the body - flesh and blood - of the human beings. Jesus
could give his body and blood - the total life- saying: “take and
eat, this is my body; drink it all of you, this is my blood.” (1 Cor.
11:24-25). He also taught us: “The greatest love a person can
have for his friends is to give his life for them.” (John -15:13)
and “a grain of wheat remains no more than a single grain unless
it is dropped into the ground and dies.” (John -12: 24). Cardinal
Luis Tagle, who is both Prefect of the Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples and President of Caritas
Internationalis, as well as the Catholic Biblical Federation, says:
“In the person of Jesus ... We have the wisdom of God that
comes across as absurdity but it is the wisdom of love that
gives everything. The wisdom that stoops down to wash the
feet of others. It creates a reversal of culture. The master comes
to serve ... The wisdom of God!” All these illustrate the spirituality
of incarnation and self-sacrifice. Hence, said John C. Maxwell
“Nobody achieves anything great by giving the minimum. No
Teams win championships without making sacrifices and giving
their best.” Jim Carrey once said: “The effect you have on others
is the most valuable currency there is.”

In the context of correlation between authority, power,
leadership and incarnation the words of Joan Chittister, a
Benedictine Sister of Erie, Pennsylvania are relevant: "From
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the first martyr, St. Stephen, who defied the oppression of early
Christians, to Maximilian Kolbe in our time who offered his life
in place of a Jewish father in a Nazi concentration camp, the
essence of the spiritual life has forever been a commitment to
spiritual leadership. It is a pledge to do the good that must be
done, whatever the face of the opposition. It calls us to do the
works of righteousness rather than simply go along to get along.
It requires us to be spiritual leaders even in the most ignoble of
public situations. ....Leadership is about the quality of life the
leader shapes for the entire society. Leadership is about the
compassion the leader shows to those who seek good at the
gates of the nation that promises good to all. Leaders carry the
beacon of justice and truth within themselves and so shine the
way for others to carry it on after them. The leader exists to
maintain the highest values and virtues of the land, so that those
values may live forever in the hearts of the people s/he leaves
behind. But there is a holy text, which if really internalized, could
take us beyond our fear of what will happen to us if we don't
soon demand truth from the powers-that-be. “If the blind lead
the blind, both shall fall into a ditch.” (Matthew 15:14)

On behalf of this General Administration Team, | would
like to thank each one of you, dear Fathers and Brothers, for
your prayers, care, cooperation and unconditional love during
the past six years. With great appreciation, we are indebted to
you for your sensitivity, resigned acceptance and resilience to
bear with this General Administration Team. We are particularly
grateful to you for all your contributions to OLIVE.

We wish you a very Happy Christmas and abundant
Blessings in the New Year 2021.

With warm regards and prayers,

Fr. Francis Kilivallickal CST
Superior General
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INTIMATIONS

1. The First Session of the General Synaxis 2021 shall be
held at Little Flower Generalate, Thrikkakara on 24 January
2021 Evening to 30 January 2021 Noon. Mar Antony Kariyil
CMI, the Vicar of the Major Archbishop, Major Archdiocese
of Ernakulam-Angamaly will celebrate Holy Mass with the
Synaxis members on 25 January and give the Orientation
Talk. We solicit your intense prayers on those days.

2. The Conclusion of the Diamond Jubilee of Little Flower
Major Seminary, Aluva shall be on 30 January 2021 with
Holy Mass at 05.30 pm at the Seminary Chapel

3. The Releasing of the Book: History of Little Flower
Congregation - Volume One and Volume Two - shall be on
02 January 2021 at Little Flower Major Seminary, Aluva at
06.00 pm. We release the Revised Edition of the Biography
of Very Rev. Fr. Basilius Panat on the same day. The
Seminary celebrates the Philosophers’ Day on 2 January.

4. The Congregation for the Clergy, Rome accepted the
Applications and related Documents and granted
Dispensation from Clerical Obligations to Fr. Jimmy Alackal
(vide Letter Prot. No: 2020 1203/S dated 04 September
2020) and Fr. Sojan Valavanatt (vide Letter Prot. No: 2020
1839/S dated 04 September 2020).

5. The Major Archbishop of the Syro Malabar Church, Mount
St. Thomas accepted the Application and related documents
and granted Dispensation from Religious Vows and
obligations arising from them to Bro. Nelson
Konnackamannil vide Letter Prot. No: 1017/2020 dated 04
September 2020.

Frawch

Fr. Francis Kilivallickal CST
Superior General.
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GENERALATE NEWS

On Sunday, 04 October, the Superior General, Fr. Francis
Kilivallickal, released the Pre-print Edition of the First Volume of
the Book: The History of Little Flower Congregation at
Generalate. The copies of this Volume were distributed to the
General Councillors and the Authors of different chapters of the
History Book.

We celebrated the 44" Death Anniversary Memorial Holy
Mass for Very Rev. Fr.Basilius Panat, the Founder of our
Congregation on Monday, 05 October at CST Brothers Ashram
Church, Mookkannur at 07.30 am. Fr. Jose Pollayil, Parish Priest
of St. Mary’s Forane Church, Mookkannur was the Main
Celebrant and Fr. Saji Mathew Kanayankal preached the Homily.
Due to the Covid-19 restrictions, only Fr. Francis Kilivallickal
and Fr. Baiju Kannampilly from the Generalate participated in
the Memorial Mass. There was the online audio and video
telecast of the Holy Mass by YouTube social media arranged
from Basil Bhavan, Mookkannur.

On 05 October we got the sad news of the demise of Fr.
Thomas Ottalankal. Fr. Baiju Kannampilly and Fr. James
Purathail went to St. Thomas Provincial House, Chelavoor-
Kozhikode for reciting Office for the Dead and paying homage
to him.

The Inter Province Meeting (Virtual) through Zoom
Meeting was conducted on 14 October at 02.45 pm to 04.45
pm. The host was Fr. Sabu Kandamkettiyil, Vicar Provincial of
LF Province, from Little Flower School, Salempur. The Superior
General, the Provincial Superiors, the General Councillors, the
Provincial Councillors, the General Auditor cum Archivist and
the Provincial Auditors participated in the meeting.

We had the Community Rosary in the Generalate Chapel
on 22 - 31 October after the Morning Prayer, during the Holy
Adoration which starts at 05.30 am, followed by Holy Mass at
06.30 am.

Fr. Baiju Kannampilly, the Vicar General from the
Generalate participated in the Priestly Ordination Ceremony of
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Deacon Sijo Kurumuttath on 28 October at St. Thomas’ Forane
Church, Koorachundu, Kozhikode at 09.30 am. There was the

online audio and video telecast of the Ordination by YouTube
social media.

On Sunday 01-06 November we had Online Annual
Retreat for our Fathers from the Generalate. All Fathers who
wished to attend this On-line Retreat on-line were at their own
places. The Fathers in the Generalate came together at the
Hall of Pushpa Darsana and watched the video talks through
LCD Projector. Every day here were three Spiritual Talks of one
hour each. The first ten talks were from Mar Prince Panengadan,
Bishop of Adilabad and the remaining three talks were from Fr.
Derbin Eettikkattil VC.

On 14 November we had the Special Memorial Mass at
Little Flower Seminary, Aluva at 11.00 am for the Departed
Members of our Congregation. This year we did not have the
presence of the Family Members and Relatives of the Departed
Members. Fr. Tomy Alumkalkarot was the main celebrant and
Fr. Francis Kilivallickal preached the Homily.

On 28 November Fr. Francis Kilivallickal, Fr. Baiju
Kannampilly, Fr. Jose Manijiyil, Fr. Joseph Munduparambil, and
Bro. Robin Cheeradiputhenpurayil participated in the blessing
ceremony of the newly constructed Refectory cum Kitchen
Block and the Basket Ball Court at St. Joseph’s Provincial House,
Aluva and the Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee Celebrations of Fr.
George Jacob Poothakuzhy, Fr. Joseph Arackaparambil,
Fr.Joseph Kochuputhenpurayil and Fr. Joseph Orikalayil. Fr.
Francis Kilivallickal officiated in the Blessing Ceremony at 10.00
am in the presence of Fathers of St. Joseph’s Province, Mother
General and General Councillor of CSN Sisters, many Well-
wishers and Friends. In the Holy Mass at 11.00 Fr. George Jacob
Poothakuzhy was the main celebrant and Fr. Francis Kilivallickal
preached the Homily.

On 30 November Fr. Francis Kilivallickal met all the
Deacons who gathered at Darsana Retreat Centre, lllithode for
their Retreat in preparation for their Priestly Ordinations. He
addressed them after the Adoration and wished them all the
best. *

11
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ALUVA TIDINGS

Examinations

It was the time for intellectual harvest at our Little Flower
Institute of Philosophy & Religion and we all tried our level best
to bring out the utmost outcome. It really helped us to understand
and evaluate the level of our academic hunt. Verbal and written
means were used to evaluate our understanding of the different
subjects. It helped us to have better understanding and new
perspectives about the subjects. We had the Semester
Examinations on 26-30 September.

Showers of Blessings

We celebrated the Feast of our heavenly Patroness with
all its solemnity and due importance in the midst of the pandemic
Covid -19. The Novena in preparation for the Feast commenced
in our Seminary on 25 September and it was a day of prayer
and fasting. In those nine days we had Holy Eucharist and
Novena Prayers in the evening. The Fathers and deacons were
invited to enlighten the community with different Themes of
Theresian Spirituality. The preparation days for the Feast were
really an enriching as well as blissful experience for all for. On
01 October the Fr Manjush Srakath, our Vice Rector was the
main Celebrant of the Solemn Holy Mass and being the Golden
Jubilee of Little Flower Mission, Gorakhpur, Fr John Vadakkel
and Fr. Arun Madathiparambil concelebrated with him.

On 04 October the festal celebrations came to its
culmination with the Solemn High Mass officiated by Fr. Jain
Pulickal CST. He preached on the spiritual vision of St Therese
and her suffering. The festal celebrations ended with an agape
meal. During the meal, very attractive prizes to the winners of
the Annual Competitions were distributed. We specially

12
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remember and thank Rev Fr Rector and Frs Alwin Elavumkal,
Sebastian Kallarackal, Alex Kumbidiyamackal, Mathew Andoor,
Bino Pariyadan, Jeevan Thundiyil, Linto Thakarappillil and

Deacons Ajay Narippara and Brijeesh for their presence during
Novena days and enriching us with beautiful sermons.

Sopravvivenza 2k20

Annual Competition of the year named ‘Sopravvivenza
2k20’ which means “survival” was held in the Seminary for three
days on Oct. 1-3. The event was a platform for the Brothers to
participate in various individual and group items, thereby excel
in their personal talents and caliber. Fr Rector inaugurated the
‘Sopravvivenza 2k20’ with an inaugural address. All the Brothers
of the community were divided into four groups namely
‘Pappens, Psychos, Raja Rajashweri Adholokam and
Neyyappam’. All groups did their best with sportsman spirit and
enthusiasm under the guidance of their efficient captains. The
captains were Bros Jobin Arattukulam, Akhil Thadathil from the
third year Philosophy and Bros Arun Pereppadan and Febin
Kurisummoottil from the second year Philosophy. The
competition reached its culmination with the Theresian Drama
performed by four groups. The team ‘Pappens’ bagged the
overall champion of the competitions. Bro. Nithin Manthara was
the individual champion of the competitions. We specially thank
Rev. Frs. Tiji Thanniyil, Arun Madathiparambil and all the ACC
members for their support and guidance.

A Friendly Basketball Match

A friendly basketball match was organized between the
Brothers and Fathers from Mudickal Seminary on 30 September.
Both teams did their level best and the Fathers won the victory
by a point of difference. Hearty Congratulations dear Fathers
and Brothers.
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Annual Retreat

The annual retreat was conducted on 05-09 October in
the Seminary. The retreat preacher was Rev. Fr. Shaji
Karimplaniyil OFM Cap. The retreat began with the practical
implication of the charism of our Congregation ‘Be Little and
Serve the Little’ in this period of Covid19 pandemic. The question
was raised who is the little and for whom should we pray. We
are called to give Jesus to each one around us in this pandemic.
The giving can be done through the prayer of intercession for
the needy since every individual is compartmentalized to remain
away from the other. When the world moves to satisfy the life
with worldly things, what is the satisfaction in religious life and
the distance between Jesus and me as an individual? This
question was the prime objective of the first day of the retreat.
These interrogation of the self, led each one of the Brothers to
move deeper into one’s own inner castle.

Later the retreat was taking us to the discussion on the
Vows and how this self-surrender to our Lord can unify one
with the path taken by Jesus in His earthly life and how these
burdens in the eyes of the world can be the glorification of the
one who called us in the midst of criticism. It is not we who
chose Jesus but it is He who chose us to be his symbol of love
for His people. The final days of the retreat talked about the
community life. The virtue ‘patience’ has a key role to be played
in community life. Proper understanding of the other is to be
always kept in the mind for the peaceful coexistence of the called
ones, thus becoming an exemplified model in the postmodern
world.

The annual retreat was an eye opening in the sense
that it not only tried to open the spiritual eyes of all those who
attended but to hear the Word of the Lord. The way the preacher
preached the passages from the Holy Bible gave us the new
horizons to think about each passage and also to interpret the
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Word. The retreat was spiritually fruitful in the sense it helped

us to deepen ourselves in the call and find the call within the
call.

Being with our Spiritual Mother

October is a month which is especially dedicated for
Blessed Virgin Mary. We conducted 10 days of solemn holy
rosary in the Seminary from October 21. The Rosary was
conducted in the evening from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The
community was divided into ten groups and they conducted in
a meaningful and creative mode. There were video
presentations, tableau, procession etc. On 31 October, the last
day of rosary, we had the Holy Eucharist in the evening followed
by the conclusion of the rosary. Rev. Fr Manjush celebrated the
Holy Mass with an inspiring homily.

Community Day Celebrations

With immense joy and great enthusiasm, the LFS
community celebrated the Fiftieth Birthday of Fr. Saji Nellikunnel
CST, the Rector, solemnly on 13 November. We had celebrated
Solemn Holy Eucharist in the morning which was offered by Fr.
Rector as the Main Celebrant. After the Holy Mass the whole
day was free. Soon after the breakfast volley ball match was
conducted between the three batches. Third year Philosophers
bagged the first prize. And the cultural event was organized by
the first year Philosophers in the evening. Fr Jojo Varakukalayil,
President of the Little Flower Institute of Philosophy & Religion
felicitated Fr. Rector with the greetings of the day. At the end Fr.
Rector expressed his appreciation and gratitude for all for the
efforts they had taken to make the event colorful.

Group Dynamism

We had a good time with Fr. Toby Joseph SJ, Director
of Atma Mithra at Sameeksha Indian spirituality Centre, Kalady
who guided our group dynamism. It was a one day programme.
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The session began with the story of the mountain and the sea
in which he could make us aware of the values of education
and the importance of imbibing values in our life. Fr. Toby
reminded us always the question “Do we give a second
chance?” There was an interactive session with all of us in
which we could understand the other. There were games and
other fun activities. We specially thank all the staff members
especially Fr. Manjush for arranging such a beautiful and
meaningful session.

Birthdays and Festal Celebrations

We commemorate the Feast of St Mathew on Sept 21.
On this beautiful day our joy was doubled as we celebrated the
Feast of Fr. Rector, Fr Arun and the birthday of Fr. Francis
Chittinappilly. The prayer session was organized by the first
year Philosophers on the previous day. Fr. Francis was the Main
Celebrant of the Holy Mass. In the evening we had the
celebration. Fr Tiji Thanniyil celebrated his birthday on 28
October. We had the prayer session and celebration in the
evening. The second year Philosophers conducted the
celebrations. Fr Tiji and Fr Abraham had their Feast on 09
October. We had the prayer session and celebration on 10
October in the evening. The birthday of Fr. Biju Kollakombil fell
on 12 November. The third year Philosophers led the celebration
in the evening. The prayer session was conducted prior to the
dinner.

Philosophizing Pandemic Covid -19

The world is fighting against pandemic Covid -19 and it has
affected the whole aspects of human life. A drastic change has
occurred in every citizen in this world. Amidst this pandemic,
Little Flower Institute of Philosophy and Religion organized a
webinar on ‘Philosophizing Covid 19’. It was conducted by Rev.
FrVictor Ferraro, the Dean of Studies in Goa. Through his words
he stressed that the world is changing, the human beings are
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limited beings. Through the arrival of Covid 19, the people have
turned their attention to the other. He quoted the Philosophy of
Levinas (the other) and Martin Buber (I-Thou relationship). Fr.
Victor mentioned that the virus opened the possibility of new
thinking. We have to live the new dharma of Philosophy. The
virtue of love is to be applied in our daily life. Fr. Victor paved the
way into the depths of our minds to think deeply about the
pandemic and it's after effects. It was really beneficial for the
whole community. We specially thank all the staff members
especially Fr. Jojo Varakukalayil CST, the President, for arranging
such a relevant webinar.

‘Bethlehem Dooth’ — You Tube Advent Season Reflections.

To be different from the last year, we the LFS community
decided to welcome Christmas in a reflective manner. From
the very beginning of the month, the Brothers and Fathers started
to give Christmas reflections in our ‘you tube channel’
‘Bethlehem Dooth’. With great affection and love the good
response from the viewers shows the best from the part of
Brothers in their reflections. Along with this, the batch- wise
evening prayer session is going on every Sunday of Advent
season. We greatly appreciate the support of all the staff
members especially Frs. Jojo Varakukalayil and Manjush
Srakath for taking the lead.

We wish you all the joy and peace of Christmas and
Blessings throughout the New Year 2021 from Little Flower Major
Seminary, Aluval *

N

Christmas - New Year Thoughts & Cuctes
“Dear Friends who are far away,

hope you have a safe and wonderful Christmas.

Seasons Greetings!”
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NEWS FROM MISSION IN AFRICA

SAHIHI YA MUNGU (SIGNATURE OF GOD)

Dear Fathers and Brothers,
Greetings and prayers from the African Mission!

We are happy to write a few lines on behalf of African Mission
regarding the marvellous works he has done on our mission in
past three months. It was really time of blessing as we are safe
from Covid 19 pandemic and live our normal life especially in
Tanzania.

Karibu Sanall!

Fr Prabath Nirappel (St. Thomas Province) is the New Blessing
in Little Flower Mission in East Africa. He reached the
International Airport in Dar Es Salaam on 20 October 2020. Frs.
Jose and Febin received him at the Airport. After three weeks of
stay at Mbagala Kuu, he moved to Songea for Kiswabhili
Language studies. He is appointed as Assistant Parish Priest
of Little Flower Church, Nzinje in the Archdiocese of Dodoma
and will stay with Fr. Binoy Mannarthottathil, the Pariah Priest.
We wish him all the best in his ministry. Karibu sana to our
Little Flower Mission !l

Gathered together to Walk Forward

We had the annual gathering of the CST Priests of Little Flower
Mission on 09-12 November November in Dar Es Salam. All
the Fathers from Tanzania joined the meeting whereas Fr. Sony
Mualekalayil and  Fr. Vipin Thuruthiyil couldnot join as there
were travel restrictions from Kenya to Tanzania due to Covid
19 Pandemic.

New Appointments

When Fr. Febin left to Kerala for his further treatments, Fr Jose
Panikulangara started his new service as the Parish Priest of
Mbagala Kuu and Fr Joby Thekkevayalumkal as Asst. Parish
Priest.
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ELIZABETH CHURCH, SUBIRA, SONGEA

10 days of Community Rosary devotion was conducted in
St. Elizabeth Parish Church, Subira and Lihwena substation
with a concluding Holy Mass and procession at newly built
grotto in Subira Parish.

On 14 October Tanzania remembers its Father of the Nation,
Mr. Julius Nyerere. In order to mark this occasion we
conducted Elders Day in the Parish. 175 elders from the
Parish gathered together for the Holy Mass, Seminar,
Confession and fellowship meal.

Subira Parish organized a youth gathering on 30 October in
the Parish. 230 young people gathered for the one day
Seminar, Holy Mass and delicious lunch.

We had a pious celebration of the Parish Feast of Elizabeth
of Hungary with nine days of Novena and concluded with
grand Feast celebration. Many people participated in the
novena and one day Recollection and Church Feast.

GABRIEL CHURCH, MBAGALA KUU, DAR ES SALAM

Fr. Jose Panikulangara represented Little Flower Mission in
the Tanzania Religious Superiors Annual Meeting held on
6-10 September at Mwanza, Northern Tanzania.
Unfortunately, he couldn’t complete the meeting and leave
for Dar Es Salaam as soon as he got the information about
the illness of Fr. Febin Puthumana who needed immediate
and emergency medical help.

On 09 September, Fr. Febin Puthumana was admitted in
the hospital in emergency due to chest pain. He was
unconscious for 20 hours but after the treatment and
continued prayers of many people he was miraculously
healed and he came back to normal life after 3 days. On
December 03 he left to Kerala for further investigation and
treatments. Let us keep him in our daily prayers. Currently,
he is in St. Thomas Provincial House, Chelavoor.

We celebrated the Feast Day of our Heavenly Patroness in
our Parish. Many Priests and Sisters from neighbouring
Parishes and Religious Houses joined us for the celebration.
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The Parish declared the Feast Day of St. Therese as
Children’s Day and they celebrated the First Sunday of
October as their day. In connection with this event, they
conducted different programs and competitions.

On the 4th Death Anniversary of Rev. Fr Shanoj, we had
Special Holy Mass to remember him. Many parishioners
attended and prayed for him.

Church specially honours Mother Mary in October. On 07
October, Feast Day of the Rosary, we had Community
Rosary celebrations daily. There was Solemn High Mass at
Grotto and on 31 October and concluded the Month of Rosary
with Rosary Procession from Church to Grotto.

Our youth won First Prize in the Drama Competition held in
Dar Es Salaam. During Sunday Mass they were
congratulated for their success. They are very active in the
different activities of our Parish.

To encourage the Catechism children to study the Word of
God, we have introduced the Sunday Star Program in our
Parish. Every Sunday children learn different Bible verses
by heart and the winner is awarded in the presence of the
Community. Special thanks to Fr. Febin for introducing this
novel idea for our children.

Seeing the interest of children in reading and memorizing
the Word of God, we have thought of distributing Bibles to
our Catechism students. One of the benefactors of Fr. Febin
sponsored 150 copies of the Bible and our Mission also
provided 50 copies of the Bible for this purpose. On the
First Sunday of Advent, we distributed these copies of the
Bible.

In this season of Advent, we arranged a Charismatic
Convention for one week under the leadership of our
Charismatic Group in the Parish. Many people attended the
Convention to renew themselves and many are getting the
healing touch.

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, MTANDIKA

The All Saints Parish at Mtandika in the Diocese of Iringa is
entrusted to our Little Flower Mission. The parish was
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administered by the Diocesan Priests and last year it
celebrated its Silver Jubilee. Now CST Fathers took up the
Parish and on 06 September 2020, Fr. Philip Kallamplackal
took charge as the new Parish Priest and Fr. Babychan
Tholanickal as the Assistant Parish Priest. This Parish has
got 10 outstations and 5 prayer centres. Geographically it
is a vast area, about 50 kms along the National Highway.
The outstations are far up to 50 kms from the Parish Church.

On 01 November we celebrated the Parish Feast. Most Rev.
Tarcisius J.M Ngalalekumtwa, the Bishop of the Diocese of
Iringa was the Main Celebrant of the Holy Mass. People from
all the outstations participated in the Holy Mass. On that
day 60 children received the Sacrament of Baptism and
First Holy Communion and 163 children received the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Agape, after the Holy Mass
added colour to our festal celebrations.

In view of making the parish self-sustainable we are planning
to make use of the Parish land. The Parish has got 94 acres
of land. With the help of the Parishioners and support of the
Mission we are planning to start agriculture and lend the
land to the Parishioners for agriculture. With this in mind
we have already started to clean the land. We have also
started small scale animal husbandry.

LITTLE FLOWER MISSION KAONGO, KENYA

Christmas and New Year Greetings from Little Flower
Mission, Kenya

‘Corona’ is the main news everywhere. But after a period of
lockdown in Kenya, everything is coming to its normalcy,
even though there are cases being reported every day in
different parts of the country. Churches are functioning
normal, keeping the Covid protocols. Schools are functioning
partially with the classes for public examinations. But from
January onwards, all educational institutions will be opened
to function normally.
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Little Flower Missionaries in Kenya celebrated the Feast of
our Heavenly Patroness on October 01 itself with close
friends and Religious Communities around.

There was a one day retreat for the CWA of our Parish
(Mathru Sanghadana). On the first Sunday after Christmas,
there is a Motivational Seminar arranged for the Youth of
our Parish. In preparation for the Christmas many children
and grown up Christians are attending Holy Mass daily. They
will be encouraged with Christmas Gifts. Sonce the last two
years, before Christmas, all the aged members (Above 70)
in the Parish are visited by the Priests in the Parish with
Christmas gifts.

The Parish was without a vehicle for pastoral ministry and
this dream is going to be fulfilled soon. Little Flower Mission
promised to support us to buy a car. With the support of the
Mission we have ordered for a used car and we hope that
this dream will be actualized very soon. Thanks to Little
Flower Mission Superior and to General Administration.

We thank you all for your silent but valuable prayers and support.
We experienced the blessings and providence of Our Good
Lord.

We the members of Mission in African wish you all a Happy
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year 2021.

.
“It's time for Christmas celebrations! Have fun
and embrace the best of this year. Wish you a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!”
J
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“Christmas and New Year is the holiday
season across the world. It is the time to indulge
and make merry but make sure to wear your mask
and avoid large gatherings. During Christmas amid
the pandemic, it's important that we connect and
tell each other that no one is alone. Today there are
so many ways of staying safe and being with friends
and family. Ahead of Christmas Day and New Year,
meet and greet friends online, send wishes on
Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp or whatever way you
choose. 2021 calls for human solidarity if we are to
tide over the global health and economic
crises. Christmas Trees are up and fairy lights are
spreading cheer and hope in homes ahead of the
New Year.”
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ST. THOMAS PROVINCE
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KHRIST JYOTHI PROVINCE

Hanumangarh Waves
Erection of Ashrams in Jalandhar Diocese

In accordance with the Constitution (C-316) and Directory (D-
250§ 01) of Little Flower Congregation (CST Fathers) and with
due permission from His Excellency Most Rev. Dr. Agnelo Ruffino
Gracias, Apostolic Administrator, based on the New Contract
(Convention) with the Diocese of Jalandhar, which was signed
on May 31, 2020 and came into effect on July 03, 2020 the
following Ashrams were erected in the Diocese of Jalandhar
as Religious House (Ashram) of Khrist Jyoti Province of Little
Flower Congregationon on the Feast day of St. Therese of Child
Jesus:

1. Little Flower Ashram, Fazilka (Established as a Station
on 02 April, 1986)

2. Little Flower Ashram, Guruharsahai (Established as a
Station on 25 March, 2007)

3. Sacred Heart Ashram, Jalalabad (Established as a
Station on 23 June, 1995)

4. St. Joseph’s Ashram, Moga (Established as a Station in
1987)

5. Little Flower Ashram, Sikhwala (Established as a Station
on 13 March, 1978)

Erection of Ashrams in Faridabad Diocese

In accordance with the Constitution (C-316) and Directory (D-
2508 01) of Little Flower Congregation (CST Fathers) and with
due permission from His Grace Mar Kuriakose
Bharanikulangara, Archbishop of Diocese of Faridabad, through
the letter dated August 04, 2020, the following Ashrams were
erected in the Eparchy of Faridabad as Religious House
(Ashram) of Khrist Jyoti Province of Little Flower Congregation
on the Feast day of St. Therese of Child Jesus:
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1. Little Flower Ashram, Gidderbaha (Established as a
Station on 20 June, 2016)

2. Little Flower Ashram, Kot Shamir (Established as a
Station on 29 May, 2018)

3. Little Flower Ashram, Zira (Established as a Station on
22 February, 2012)

Remembrance of our Founder

Very Rev. Fr. Basillius Panat-our beloved Founder was
remembered on his 44" Death Anniversary on October 04, 2020.
Rev. Fr. Provincial celebrated Holy Mass on the occasion and
specially prayed for the development of the Congregation
through the intercession of our founder Fr. Basillius and heavenly
patroness St. Therese of Lisieux.

Declaration of General Synaxis

The notification from the Superior General for the General
Synaxis 2021 was notified by Fr. Provincial on October 20, 2020.
Besides, Unit-wise list of the members of the Province from
whom eight representatives to the General Synaxis are to be
elected was sent to all the members of the Province. Envelope
with the caption: Representatives to the General Synaxis 2021
with the declaration paper and Prayer for the success of the
General Synaxis and Explanatory Note on the Logo was also
placed before the members.

Annual Retreat for Fathers

In the midst of covid-19 situations we have decided to have our
Annual Retreat in two different Sessions. The First Session of
Annual Retreat 2020 was organized from 03-06 November, 2020.
Similarly, Second session was conducted from 10-13
November, 2020. Around 50 Fathers participated for the Annual
Retreat. Both the Sessions were guided by Rev. Fr. Mathew
Palachuvattil from Jalandhar Diocese. The Retreat was based
on Theresian Spirituality. This Retreat was very effective and
helped our Fathers to introspect and get more insight in
Theresian Spirituality.
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With the Memories of our loving Felixachan

The death anniversary of Rev.Fr. Felix Nellikunnath (November
13) was commomerated in a befitting manner in the Provincial
House. Fathers and Sisters took part in the Holy Mass celebrated
for the departed soul. It was a day to remember the unfading
memories of Fr. Felix Nellikunnath and to thank the Lord for all
the graces He had showered upon us and our Congregation
through him.

Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee celebration

The Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee celebration of Rev. Fr. John Kudilil
{Ordination December 17, 1970} and Fr. John Mundackal
{Ordination December 22, 1970} was solemnly celebrated on
November 14, 2020 at Provincial House. Almost 40 Priests and
some Sisters from Punjab and Rajasthan took part in the
celebration. A solemn celebration of Holy Mass by Fr. John Kudilil
was concelebrated by Fr. Provincial and Fr. Mathew Kumpuckal
in which we thanked God almighty for giving us these two
zealous missionary priests. Fr. Mathew Kumpuckal preached
the homily. A felicitation ceremony was also organized in which
Fr. Provincial, Fr. Sunny Charakunath and Fr. Mathew
Palachuvatil felicitated and remembered Fr. John Kudilil and
offered him gifts as the token of our love, concern and honour.

Declaration of Provincial Synaxis

Notification for the Eighth Ordinary Provincial Synaxis 2021 was
issued by Fr. Provincial on November 14, 2020 with the consent
of the Provincial Council held on 14 August, 2020 and approved
by the Superior General with the consent of his Council on 21
August 2020 and 12 October 2020. The Eighth Ordinary
Provincial Synaxis shall be convoked to elect the Provincial
Superior, the Provincial Councillors and the Provincial Auditor
for a term of three years. The First Session of the Provincial
Synaxis 2021 shall be held at Khrist Jyoti Provincial House,
Hanumangarh from Sunday, 14 February, 2021 to Wednesday
17 February, 2021. The special theme of this Provincial Synaxis
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is “Called to Live and Proclaim”, based on Mk. 3: 13-14, to give
new impetuous to Evangelization.

Monthly Recollection for Brothers

Monthly Recollection for Brothers’ was organized at Little Flower
Ashram, Guruharsahai on 27 - 28 November, 2020. Rev. Fr.
Salj Puravalappil guided the brothers and gave insight on
relevant spiritual subjects.

Birthday and Feast day celebrations

Birthday of our loving Provincial was celebrated on 06
December, 2020. We had solemn Eucharist Celebration by Rev
Fr. George Alukka along with Fr Deepak Thoomkuzhy. We had
a small birthday party in the evening. Along with the birthday
celebration we also celebrated the feast day of Fr. Dijo Urulel.
Many Fathers from Punjab and Rajasthan along with Sisters
from By-pass Convent and Junction Convent took part in the
function.

Blessing of Priest house at Sadiq and Bathinda

Blessing of temporary Priest House (Residence) at Sadiq station
was held on November 23, 2020 by Rev. Fr. Provincial George
Alukka. The blessing and inauguration of the Little Flower Station
at Bathinda was held on 10 December, 2020 by Rev. Fr.
Provincial. Many Fathers from Punjab and Rajasthan graced
both the occasions with their prayerful presence. Best wishes
and congratulations to Fr. Bibin Naripara and Fr. Tibin
Mannusserril.

Get well soon Fatheriji....

Rev. Fr. George Kulampally went to Kerala for his treatment on
November 01, 2020. He is continuing his treatment at Rajagiri
Hospital, Aluva. We urge you all to keep our loving Father in
your daily prayers so that Lord Almighty touch and heal him at
the earliest. Get well soon Father.

30



f{@aﬂ al A

A Bitter Experience with Corona virus

Many of our Fathers and Sisters of different stations were
affected by Covid-19 Virus. All Thanks and all Praises to God
our Saviour that they recovered and coming back to their normal
life. Heartfelt gratitude to all of you for your prayers and moral
support to our loving Fathers and Sisters.

Slept in Lord

Two Sisters, one each from Fazilka and Bikaner left for their
eternal and heavenly abode. Sr. Georgeena CMC from Fazilka
community was called for her eternal reward on 11 Oct. 2020.
Sr. Moad MSA from Bikaner community was called for her
eternal reward on 31 October 2020. We remembered and
offered Holy Mass for both the departed souls. Heartfelt
Condolences and prayers to both the communities.... *

*- ‘~‘-:V
s -(A”‘" HEARTY

p lV;,_ £\ CONGRATULATIONS

W@ We extend our Hearty Congratulations and
Great Appreciation to Fr. Aneesh Paul
Angadiath who has completed his Doctorate
in Malayalam from the University of Calicut,
Summa cum Laude. He completed the
Research in record time.

His Thesis is “The Ethical Philosophy - A Study
Based on the Novels of Anand” (“ermmlad
PON®IS 330dMo : CMINILRB®HNS BRYMValdnIBn]
)88 alomo”’). His Research Guide is Dr.
Somanadhan P. Our best wishes and prayers
dear Fr. Aneesh !
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LITTLE FLOWER PROVINCE

GORAKHPUR SAMACHAR

Renovation of Self

Moulding the life requires spiritual practices and self-
examination. The Fathers of our Province had their Annual
retreat and spiritual renewal under the guidance of Most Rev.
Raphael Thattil the Bishop of Shamshabad Diocese from 26-
30" September. It was for the first time in the History of the
Province to have an online Retreat, but all had enjoyed the new
way of the Proclamation.

Clergy Meets

An online priest meeting was held on 30" September in
preparation for the feast and golden jubilee celebrations. All the
fathers including fathers from abroad joined the meeting.

Golden Jubilee

On 1%t of October with solemn High Holy Mass celebrated by
His Excellency Bp. Thomas Thuruthimattam CST and
concelebrated by all our Fathers working in North Indian mission,
we celebrated the feast of St.Therese and the conclusion of
the Golden Jubilee celebration of our mission in North India.
The Vicar General and the chancellor of the Diocese of
Gorakhpur were the special invitees. Fathers from different
mission stations were present for the program with due
precautions of Covid 19.

Lead kindly light

This pandemic situation forced us to have a muted Diwali, the
festival of lights. The festival marks the victory of good over
evil, knowledge over ignorance. We lit our campus with diyas
and a few neighboring families also joined us for our celebration.

We are back

Even though the pandemic made all the plans of people in vain,
we are forced to face it with safety measures. As the government
of Uttar Pradesh permits students of high classes to schools
some of our schools are being opened for regular classes for
the students. *
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“GOING UP TO THE MOUNTAIN” AND
“COMING DOWN THE MOUNTAIN”

Dr. Mathew Variyamattom CST

Consecrated life is a blending of Contemplation and
Action. The contemplative life is always linked to the prayer of
Jesus on the mountain. The active dimensions of consecrated
life can in a way be included here. We have the experience of
God and with that experience we live among the people. The
Gospels report that Jesus spent the nights with his Father in
prayer in lonely places and mountains. We are going up the
mountains to gain the God-experience, to deepen and
strengthen our spirituality, to be with him and to acquire inner
strength. It is the transfiguration and transformation experience
for us. We are coming down the mountain to be with the people
to serve and help them. Both Contemplation and action can be
right at the same time if they are fully focused on the person of
Jesus and every creation with a special sensitivity towards and
preference for the marginalized and the outcast, the suffering
and the downtrodden, the last, the least and the lost.

All consecrated persons are called to a personal
encounter with the Lord just as his chosen disciples Peter, John
and Jacob could attain it on mount Tabor, or his two disciples
who while on their way to Emmaus happened to walk with the
Lord and experienced a “burning” heart in his presence. In the
Old Testament, in the book of Exodus we see God calling Moses
who was keeping the flock of his father-in-law on mount Horeb
and asking him to come down to Egypt to see and to alleviate
the suffering of his brethren in Egypt. He is not always to remain
on the mountain top; but he should come down to the valley to
see personally the sufferings of his people and find ways and
means to deliver them from the bondage. Similarly, we see in |
Kings ch.19 prophet Elijah hiding in a cave on mount Horeb; he
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comes down to the people at Yahweh’s command. In the life of
Jesus, it is very clear that any heightened moment of contact
with the Father would immediately be followed by the reaching
out to the poor and the marginalized, the sick and the afflicted,
just as we see him reaching out and healing the boy who was
with an evil spirit as soon as he came down from the mount
Tabor (Lk.9:42). Indeed, this act of reaching out is a definite
indication to any consecrated person in the Catholic Church.
Fruition of ones vocation to consecrated life in the form of
heightened spiritual experience gathered in contemplation will
remain incomplete unless he or she reaches out to the poor
and the marginalized, the sick and the afflicted wherever they
are found. That will touch the genuineness of vocation, if he or
she were to take the Gospel and the person of Jesus seriously.
If we fail to translate deeper spiritual experience into actions of
mercy in favour of those who are afflicted the true Christian
quotient in consecrated life should be seriously questioned.

In consecrated life contemplation, proclamation and
action are not distinct, but two aspects of same reality. Hence,
even in the case of cloistered communities proclamation and
action are considered integral to its being, even when the
members are restricted by their own choice within the four walls
of the convent, having no direct contact with the world outside
the cloister. While contemplation and action can easily be
discerned in the life of prophet Elijah and Mother Mary, it is in
the life and teachings of Saints Teresa of Avila and St. John of
the Cross that it became obvious that they try to blend
contemplation and proclamation in their own unique style.
Moreover, in the case of St. Therese of Lisieux who never
ventured out her Carmelite cloister, and yet is declared the
Patroness of Mission, whereby her life within the bounds of
convent walls itself was acclaimed a model par-excellence in
proclaiming and witnessing the Gospel.
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Martha and Mary

The Gospel according to Luke in chapter 10 presents
before us an episode in the life of Jesus in which he was warmly
welcomed in the house of Martha and Mary, sisters of Lazarus.
In this passage (vv 38-42) Jesus tells the ‘distracted’ Martha
that Mary has chosen the better part and that is what is
necessary in the life of a disciple. Now what has made Mary’s
role ‘better’ ? As recorded in the Gospel Mary had “sat at the
Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying” (v. 42) while at
the same time “Martha was distracted by many tasks” (10:40).
The Gospel passage captures through the contrasting models
Martha and Mary, the ideal behavior that is expected as well as
not expected of a true disciple of Jesus. Moreover, there is
also an attempt made to highlight the role and importance of
contemplation upon the Word of God as one thing that is
fundamentally needed. This episode also offers an insight into
the discernment process that persons and communities should
involve themselves in the process of identifying the vocation of
a person or a community. Mary sitting calmly at the feet of
Jesus, contemplating upon the Word of the Lord is preferred to
Martha running around and remaining distracted while serving
the Lord. For here Martha’s designs were not necessarily in
line with the preference of the Lord, but certainly of Mary.
Consecrated life is a life, centred around and impregnated with
the Word of God.

Indian Context

As Indian culture has already an inclination for silence
and solitude, meditation and contemplation, the uniqueness of
Christian faith, animated by the consecrated persons and the
communities should be prepared to deepen this faith life in such
a way that they would deal with their own and cherish it to the
core. The CSTs should be prepared for such a mission that is
genuinely the CST communities, where ever they are placed
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and whatever they pursue in their communitarian mission,
should primarily abide by the commitment to silence and
solitude, meditation and contemplation on the Word of God and
this should be transformed into full-fledged alter Christus whom
others should recognize and whose way of life they would
embrace.

St. Teresa of Avila envisions, in consecrated life both
Martha and Mary are necessary and their integration would be
ideal. Consecrated life should be a true blend of simultaneous
inward and outward movement where contemplative soul will
be moved by the apostolic zeal which will offer the ideal for the
people who genuinely seek the Divine and all that is divine in
their lives. Consecrated life should be contemplative in full
measure, even while engaged in full-fledged people oriented
actions. Life is an ongoing saga of active contemplation that
propels oneself in contemplative action. Hence, the composure
of a contemplative and dynamic of an active person will be
integral to the life of a consecrated person. At the same time an
exclusive swing to either of these poles will be detrimental to

consecrated life. .

N
Christmas - New Year Thoughts & Cuctes

“Dear mom and dad, Merry
Christmas! Though | am not with
you this Christmas season, you are
always on my mind. Spending lots
of love!”
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SECULARISATION AS KENOTIC INCARNATION
Dr. Rogi Thomas Narithookkil CST,
The pontifical Scots College, Rome, rogi@pust.it
Introduction:

Sometimes words move from one field of language to
another. This also can be applied to the Greek word kenosis
first used by Theologians. Since Philosophy’s religious turn,
the concept of kenosis is used to search out new ways of
speaking about God in an era after the ‘death of God'. In
postmodernity, a link is created between secularisation and the
end of metaphysics as a form of kenosis, by which the Christian
God sheds more and more of his traditional metaphysical
properties, bringing forth the truth of Christianity. | draw a different
but a new interpretation of kenosis, incarnation and
secularisation. Secularisation here would describe the course
of history not as a linear progression or as decadence, but as a
course of events in which emancipation is reached only by
means of radical transformation and distortion of its very content.
This distortion of the metaphysical ‘Being’ or any absolute truth
claim is described as kenosis which is an opportunity for a
reconstruction of any absolute in relation to the truth of
Christianity.

Overcoming Sacred Violence:

It was an Enlightenment tendency to attribute to the
sacred a deep-rooted violence. Harmony is established only by
finding the scapegoat on which to focus violence. While retaining
the status of a sacrificial victim, the scapegoat is invested with
sacred attributes. This scapegoat-victim is retained in the Bible
with Jesus as the perfect victim. However, there are also those
who argue that Jesus’ incarnation did not take place to supply
the Father with a victim adequate to his wrath; rather, Jesus
came into the world precisely to reveal and abolish the nexus
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between violence and the sacred. He was put to death because
such a revelation was intolerable to a humanity rooted in the
violent tradition of sacrificial religions.! The incarnation, that is
God’s abasement to the level of humanity, what the New
Testament calls God’s kenosis, is interpreted as the sign that
the non-violent and non-absolute God of the post-metaphysical
epoch has as its distinctive trait the vocation for weakening.
This weakening of the ‘absoluteness’ is the ‘transcription’ of the
Christian message as a great event, as a kind of decisive
recovery of the true essence. This reflection paved the way for
a conception of secularisation characteristic of modern Western
history as an event within Christianity linked positively to Jesus’
message and to a conception of the history of modernity as a
weakening and dissolution of ‘Being’. If the natural Sacred’s
violent mechanism is unveiled and undermined by Jesus, it is
possible that secularisation is a positive effect of Jesus’ teaching,
not a way of moving away from it.

Secularisation:

Secularisation can be understood as the positive result
of Jesus’ teaching. If the natural sacred is the violent mechanism
that Jesus came to unveil and undermine, it is possible that
secularisation - which also constitutes the Church’s loss of
temporal authority and human reason’s increasing autonomy
from its dependence upon an absolute God, is precisely a
positive effect of Jesus’ teaching and not a way of moving away
from it. Based on this argument, Secularisation is understood

! Gianni Vattimo and Rene Girard, Christianity, Truth, and Weakening Faith:
ADialogue, ed., Pierpalo Antonello, and trans., William McCuaig, New York:
Columbia University press, 2010, p. 27. Vattimo further elaborates, “in fact,
the non-victimary reading of the Scripture was already there in the original
teachings of Jesus, but as the Vulgate text of John 1:5 has it, “et lux in
tenebris lucet, et tenebrae eam non comprehenderunt.” The light — of life,
flowing from the word/verbum/logos — shines in the darkness and the
darkness could not comprehend it.”
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as lay modernity being constituted above all as the continuation
and de-sacralisation of the Biblical message.

The relevance of secularisation and its post-
metaphysical nihilistic relation to the Christian message is
explained varyingly. (1) Secularisation comprises all the forms
of dissolution of the sacred characteristic of the modern process
of civilisation. It is the mode in which the weakening of Being
realises itself as the kenosis of God, which is the kernel of the
history of salvation. Secularisation shall no longer be conceived
of as abandonment of religion but as the paradoxical realisation
of Being'’s religious vocation. (2) Secularisation as a ‘positive’
fact, signifies the dissolution of the sacred structures of Christian
society, the transition to an ethics of autonomy, to a lay state, to
a more flexible literalism in the interpretation of dogmas and
precepts, should be understood not as the failure of or departure
from Christianity, but as a fuller realisation of its truth, which is,
as we recall, the kenosis, the abasement of God, which
undermines the ‘natural’ features of divinity. (3) Secularisation
is the way in which kenosis, having begun with the incarnation
of Christ, but even before that with the covenant between God
and ‘his’ people, continues to realise itself more and more clearly
by furthering the education of mankind concerning the
overcoming of violence essential to the sacred and to social
life itself. (4) Referring to twentieth century theological literature,
secularisation is defined as the purification of the Christian faith,
the progressive dissolution of the ‘natural’ religious attitude in
favour of a more open recognition of faith’s authentic essence.
Finally, secularisation also can be described as the constitutive
trait of an authentic religious experience. It means precisely a
relation of provenance from a sacred core from which one has
moved away, but which nevertheless remains active even in its
‘fallen’ distorted version, reduced to purely worldly terms.
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Notably, secularisation can re-propose the question of
God and Being, because weakening being the transcription of
the Christian message, discloses itself in the incarnation
(kenosis) of God in the post-modern world as a progression of
modernity. This deconstruction of the kenosis of God, and its
progression to post-modernity is where hermeneutics plays its
philosophical and ontological part in ripening the fruit of
secularisation.

Kenotic Incarnation:

Since secularisation is analysed in relation to the
formative role of the Christian message, this understanding of
secularisation paves the way for the emergence of hermeneutic
tool of kenosis. With kenosis, philosophy overcomes
metaphysics and rediscovers its roots in the religious tradition.
This means that along with the significant role of hermeneutics
in the rationalist philosophy, hermeneutics also played an
influential interpretive role in the religious cultures. Modern
hermeneutic philosophy is born in Europe not only because
here there is a religion of the book that focuses attention on the
phenomenon of interpretation, but also because this religion
has at its base the idea of the incarnation of God, which it
conceives as kenosis, as abasement.

Consequently, secularisation and hermeneutics in turn
are rooted in Christianity as the religion of kenosis. The word
kenosis is derived from the Greek &Yiu6éd means ‘to empty’ or
to ‘make empty’. The theological meaning of the term is taken
from the verb éYiloai (ekéndsen) as used in Philippians 2:7
which reads that “he [Christ] emptied himself’. The core of the
New Testament is the incarnation, “God’s abasement to the
level of humanity, which is described as kenosis”. This is the
secularisation of the sacred in Christ. Accordingly, Kenosis is
the removal of all the transcendent, incomprehensible,
mysterious and even bizarre features that so many theorists

48



Bl - 22
@pilal 28
term ‘the leap of faith’. Kenosis, thus, is a significant concept
that evoke[s] the complex relationship between God and
humanity, transcendence and immanence, the Sacred and the
profane, the Other and the Self, in short, the religious
relationship, or the specific and enigmatic relationship we call
religion. Since the term is linked to ‘friendship’ and ‘religion’,
many philosophers have an interest in kenosis. Kenosis is a
‘happy event’ because here God and human beings come
together to form a new humanity that sheds its old nationalistic
and ethnic identities.

Conclusion:

Secularisation as kenotic incarnation is an interpretive
application of the biblical message on ‘a level’ that is not strictly
sacramental, sacred or ecclesiologic. However, it is possible
to set a limit for the entire process of secularisation and kenosis.
The hermeneutics of kenosis itself sets the limit of the process
of secularisation. Hermeneutics is used here not to interpret
gospel stories ironically, or to re-construct ancient myths, but
to re-think more concretely the secularisation of Christianity as
the liberation of the plurality of myths. The kenotic action of God
preached through hermeneutic philosophy comes to fruition in
philosophy’s renunciation of strong, objective structures.
Christianity adheres to charity (caritas) rather than making any
hard claim to final truth. In kenotic Christianity, the source and
paradigm of secularisation is actualised and open to further
realisation in charity. In post-modernity, the sacred scripture
itself is the progressive guide to desacralisation, that is, charity
as the means to the spiritualisation of the biblical message and
which is effective on all spheres of life, in cultural, political, and
social pluralism. The precept ‘Dilige, et quod vis fac’ (Love, and
do what you will) by St. Augustine, should further clarify efficacy
of the criterion of caritas. Hence, the transformation of
Christianity in charity is possible through a preference for love
rather than for the justice, severity, or the majesty of God. &
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“Here’s to better times ahead for everyone.
Stay healthy and safe in 2021.”

TR
“Wishing you and your family a year full of

happiness and good health.
Merry Christmas!”
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NOLI ME TANGERE (TOUCH ME NOT JH 20:17)
ON THINKING INCARNATION AT CORONA TIMES!
Dr. Jojo Varakukalayil CST
I

Christianity’s fundamental thesis ‘incarnation’ means ‘the
word made flesh — God becoming human.’ Incarnation literally
is the act of incarnating or clothing with flesh, the act of
assuming flesh or taking a human body and human nature.
Incarnation, for theology, is the doctrine that the Divine Being
has assumed human nature, or God has dwelt on the earth in a
human form. God’s incarnation would thus mean God ‘coming
in to flesh’, i.e., coming in to flesh as an embodied being. Being
in flesh is the way one is exposed to the vulnerability of the
body in its pure exposedness. One, here, experiences oneself
and the other in the first person. Being in flesh as incarnate is
far more different than having a body. Incarnation is not being in
a body but being in flesh. Being in flesh comes first, rather than
being in a body for only being in flesh, one can touch, feel joy or
sorrow, hunger or thirst and undergo each of these moments
as one’s own.

The meaning of incarnation — God with us in human
flesh — remains very ambiguous to our minds during difficult
times like pandemic covid-19. Pandemic instructions and
protocol are more of physical distancing and detaching oneself
from the social other. Social contact is limited to the minimum.
Social distancing has become the rule of the day! Reflecting
on Jesus’ words to Mary Magdelene, | think, has some
signification in this at this juncture. Jesus, in the post-
resurrection, tells Mary, ‘Noli me tangere’ — “‘Touch me not’ (Jh
20:17). Jesus asks Mary not to touch him and Mary, in fact,
was driven to Jesus’s bodily presence. But Jesus said to her:
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Touch me not! How are we to understand the message of the
risen Lord and the meaning of Christ’'s presence in the post
resurrection period made felt by being in the bond of love. Touch
me not, properly understood, is not a taboo; rather it remains
far beyond the mere physical nearness to the affective sense
of the meaning giving dimension of his very presence as
sensibility i.e., Lord’s presence amidst us as one of affective
sensibility. This sense of sensibility must be approached from
the level of the pre-rational cognitivity that affects one prior to
the birth of one’s consciousness. This aspect of sensibility
phenomenologically remains as a pre-reflective consciousness.
Hence, sensibility can be the best possibility for being touched
by the other in proximity. Jesus tells, as long as there is love
among his disciples, the world will come to know that they are
his disciples. Here the meaning of Christ's message to his
disciples would be something like, that is to say, not by being
touched but by being loved and by remaining in the bond of
love, the disciples are His disciples proper. Understanding the
meaning of this experience, rightly, is to hold back oneself to
oneself i.e., one must feel Jesus not merely through one’s body
but in the bond of one’s solidarity with the other in proximity.
The pact of love for the other is the pact of being touched by the
other from inside. One must be affected from inside, that is to
say, from one’s corporeal sensibility as the way towards feeling
the other within. Being affected from within remains always a
challenge beyond being riveted to oneself. One must be
undergoing certain irritability as a condition of oneself that
unconditions oneself from oneself. This would be an unsettled
being of one’s self where one finds oneself unfixed and
unmatched from within. No self would be a self but fissured
from within and without.
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Corona has made us into our own safe corners and to
our own safety protocols. These signs are not to touch the other
through one’s hands, but to touch the other beyond touching.
One must be facing the other in his/her self and that is the way
to the entrance to the other. Not touching the other is the way
we touch the other with love and care. Not touching the other is
the true way of touching the other in his/her affectivity. In a corona
stricken world the meaning of God taking body as incarnation
signifies to his coming in to body in carnare as a touch to our
being in its broken humanity and humanness. He enters into
the brokenness of human finiteness. Being human is the way
we value human dignity that is inseperable from humanity. We
are humans in the measure we manifest our humanity.

We realize that our existence today is increasingly lived
at a distance in a corona world. As we move from flesh to image
by social distancing we are in danger of losing touch with one
another. We have become more virtual and our embodied
experience is reduced to mere global connectivity. How can we
hold back our experience of being touched and affected by the
other person in a socially distanced world? Being touched is
the most primordial sense that one is present to oneself and to
one another. Touch is primordial to our individual and common
selves. Touch is the core and concrete way one is made felt of
being and being with others. Hence one must pose the question
that how does one present oneself tangibly to oneself and to
the other in this corona world? God coming in to flesh -
incarnation - remains a point of deeper significance, now, more
than ever before. God becoming flesh is the way s/he touches
each of us in our vulnerable selves, in our pure facticity and
finitude. Do not touch me, thus, leads to argue that you can
only touch someone in love by being bodily away. Not to touch
is itself to touch the other in care and love. Our bodiliness at
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corona stricken world is the way of caring the other beyond
flesh as pure exposedness. Body remains more than a medium
of touch to the pure exposure of being affected of our
vulnerability. Thus flesh rises beyond its materiality to its
signification beyond. A phenomenology of touch is beyond the
phenomenon of touch to the non-phenomenon of the touch that
is being signified in touching. Let’s further explore into the
signification of touching!

v

Touching is affective and moving. In order to be able to
be moved, they must be bodily through and through meaning to
say they must have a heart of flesh that is sensitive and vulnerable
to what happens to the other. This is what happens between
the inter-humans i.e., being touched, and being able to be
touched. Our lived body, Gabriel Marcel says, is our spirit. We
live through our body and our spirit is the way that we live in it.
Our lived body is the way we live our spirit. However this shall
not be understood that we coincide with the materiality of our
body, but rather wish to connote that our lived body is the bearer
and condition of possibility for our spirit. There is no spirit without
the flesh: that is our human condition and human experience.
We are human to the extent we are pure possibility of being
touched and affected from within. Being touched, here, does
not imply a touch that is brought about in the sensual level rather
it implies a touch beyond the marrow of one’s bones. In being
touched one enters into a level of the irritable self who is moved
from within, a certain kind of irritability that allows no self-
complacency and self-directedness. Often, we say that we
cannot stand the pain of the other in front of us, here, one is
sensitive, i.e., sensibilite — the possibility of being affected by
the other. Sensibility, thus, is the experience without a concept.
Prior to the genesis of our thinking and our self-consciousness
we are affected in our sensibility, i.e., we are affected in our
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flesh. My relationship to the other, primarily, originates from this
affective aspect of my flesh. Being in flesh is the way that one
is exposed to the other and to one another. Hence, this remains
the first mark of our relation to the other in our pure vulnerability.
In facing the pain and misery of the other one is touched and
moved by the other. This is not affecting directly into our spirit
rather we sense it or we are affected through our bodies. The
injustice of the other is not touching directly in our spirit,
separated from or despite our body, but on the other hand
through our body. This is our sensitivity. For, our subjective
sensitivity is at the same time our bodily perception and the
spiritual comes about in and through our bodily sensitivity. This
sensibility is our vulnerability as experienced in our naked
exposure and exposedness. What is the content of this
sensibility or sensitivity, which is prior to choice, is an essential
tangibleness that is already given with our bodily condition. In
corona times, we are touched by the other truly because we
are tangible and, we are tangible because we are bodily through
and through. The sensitivity is our spirituality in the fortunes
and misfortunes of the other. This heteronomous sensitivity is
at the same time a bodily sensitivity through and through. The
meaning of incarnation is made felt through our bodily
tangibleness, i.e., the incarnation of human subjectivity is the
guarantee of its spirituality. Human affectivity is the possibility
of being touched and moved from within towards the other.
Incarnation of God is the mode of his touch to the human fragility
to be a being touched from inside out.

Corona time is a call addressed to each of us to respond
to the miserability of the other in proximity. This essential
vulnerability of the other is the mode how the other presents
his/her self to me. The other in his/her suffering touches me,
not in the indicative, but in the imperative. There is an ethical
dimension opened up to me in the pure exposure of the other
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as a call to respond to his/her plightfulness and misery. This is
a condition that unconditions me from all my vicissitudes of life
whereby | am appealed to. The other, in her flesh, touches me
and wounds me, and | feel this in my own flesh as a spiritual
self. Even when suffering of the other is psychological, social,
or spiritual, this misfortune still becomes visible in bodily and
earthly forms. The other becomes a scruple (scrupulus —
meaning, a pebble in the shoe that doesn’t permit one to remain
standing still, but forces one to take a following step. Hence,
encountering the affected and afflicted other is a moment of
disquietitude that works its way through soul obstructively. Thus,
scruple is a discomfort. One is not permitted from inside to be
quiet and comfortable. One undergoes a self contraction from
inside.
Vv

This is an inspired orientation — spiritual — of the
overarching action to make one’s self available to the other.
This shows the earthly character —true character — of spirituality.
The spiritual is, truly, earthly and bodily meaning to say an en-
thused and in-spired life. The spirituality does not take place
amidst people as merely spiritual creatures, but precisely insofar
as they are bodily and earthly creatures. The incarnation of the
human being is the economy of mercy as aid and assistance,
to which the other as a human being has a right by virtue of her/
his being. It is through body, rather taking in body, in-carnation,
that we are sensitive to the misery of the other in a corona
affected world of today. It is only through body that one can
transform this sensitivity into action literally, our resources and
riches, capabilities and capacities, our science and technology
into attend to the other. God taking body is the way that God
enters into the human realm of touching us to bring healing and
health. Incarnation does not remain in the conceptual
theologization but as a participatory event of becoming human
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— being in flesh — through one’s enfleshment as being affected
and touched from inside toward the other. The finite good is too
short and it’s not total good, where good remains in the order of
grace, the gratuity of its giveneness. Being in flesh, at corona
times, is a way of incarnating oneself to be touched beyond
bodiliness to the spiritual through flesh. Flesh is the first door of
the entry to the spirit of being touched and inspired. Being human
is the way being in flesh. Being human is the way to humanity.

Being in flesh, truly, signifies our humanness.
L 2

Christmas - New Year Thoughts & Cuates

“Wish you Merry Christmas and

a Happy Festive Season.
Treasure the present and create
a beautiful tomorrow!
Seasons Greetings!”
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INCARNATION: A MASKED MANIFESTATION

Fr. Baiju Kattikaran CST

Until the advent of Corona Virus, the term ‘Mask’ mostly
attracted dislike and antipathy. It could easily engender ill feeling,
especially as we love to keep our masks intact. Thanks be to
Covid19, that it has removed the age-old black mark on ‘Mask’
and aided us to confess that it guards us in manifold ways. A
significant contribution of Covid19 is, thus, canonized masks.
Unimagined is this amazing hike in the value of mask. Truly,
mask now does not need mask any more. To bring to its halt
these wayward words and to specify the direction of these few
lines, our goal in this short reflection is not advertising mask
but unravelling Jesus’ masks. We focus on three of Jesus’
masks and the means to recognize the masked.

God, but in Flesh

“The Word was God... and the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us” (John 1:1,14). God in flesh is a contradiction;
we may call it, happily, ‘mystery’. God by nature and definition
is omnipresent, omnipotent, and omniscient. No flesh can be
omnipresent as matter limits spatially and temporally. No flesh
is omnipotent as matter falls and degenerates. No flesh is
omniscient as it is a child of its day. Consequently, for some,
Jesus is a great human, extraordinary teacher, compassionate
lover, perfect model, and so on and so forth. But, is he God? An
affirmative answer is often hard for many. It takes a not-so-
easy passage from observing the mask to perceiving the
person. Flesh is a mask, a mask for God.

King, but in Manger

“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?”
(Matt 2:1). “You will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger” (Luke 2:12). King in manger is a tragedy,
especially the long awaited king of the Jews. The magi
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confidently came to Jerusalem, the city of the ruler, in search of
the new born king. Where else will one in normal wit search a
prince, if not in palace! They might have searched him in all
palatial edifices, if there were any, in Bethlehem too. But he
was in manger. He was not even among the ‘cattle-class’ but
literally among cattle. Though in folklore, once a king dressed
in beggar’s attire to go among his people, to inquire their well-
being. Manger is a mask, a mask for the King.

Saviour, but on Cross

“Save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down
from the cross” (Matt 27:40). The demand of the passing public
is pretty reasonable. Saviour on the cross is a comedy. The
chief priests, scribes and elders would have kept their words
“let Him now come down from the cross, and we shall believe
in Him” (Matt 27:42). But He did not come down. He did not
mesmerize the onlookers. Did they believe in Him? Surely not
all. Cross was a stumbling block. St. Paul comprehended the
matter well, “the word of the cross is folly to those who are
perishing” (1Cor 1:18). To those perishing or not, cross is
foolishness to many an intelligent. If intelligible to the intelligent,
God is no more God. Cross is a mask, a mask for the Saviour.

Recognizing the Masked

Mask has become the norm of the day. A year back, one
wearing mask would be taken to custody; today, one without a
mask. Surprisingly, you have certainly by now noticed, in any
populous street you recognize your beloved even if s/he wears
a mask. But, how? Does not mask conceal? Yes, mask
conceals, but strangers from each other. Indeed, mask cannot
hide whom the heart recognizes. The means to recognize the
masked is, therefore, familiarity, relationship and closeness.
Incarnation is a masked manifestation. Closeness to the
Incarnate is the means to recognizing Him as God, King and
Saviour, beyond the masks of flesh, manger and cross.
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Christmas invites us to go close to the God in flesh, the King in
manger, and the Saviour on the cross.

To conclude, two questions. First, how many masks
Jesus had? For some ‘none’, for in Him, they encounter God.
For some ‘innumerable’, for in Him, they find only myths, not
even history. Majority oscillates between these poles. The
second question is, but, within you.

*

;%W» Chistmas - New Year Thoughts & Custes

N
“I will honour Christmas in my
heart, and try to keep it all the year”

Charles Dickens

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

Hope you have a safe and
happy festive season!
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THE WORD BECAME FLESH SO THAT THE FLESH MAY

BECOME THE WORD: INCARNATION AS AN INVITATION
TO BE BORN AGAIN

Fr. Shyju Chathanattu CST

Introduction

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn 1,
14). The mystery of incarnation permeates the very basic tenets
of Christianity. God makes His presence tangible to those who
welcome Him and moreover offers to them the possibility of
becoming the ‘children of God’ (Jn 1, 12). The contemporary
world withesses not a few who challenge God and His presence.
The devastating corona pandemic has made this crisis all the
more precarious - Churches are closed for long time, Easter is
celebrated in empty Churches, new ways are sought to live
and transmit faith in a world constricted with social distancing.
Many who struggle to make both ends meet cry in desperation
— God,, where are you? In this context, another Christmas
proclaiming the ‘tabernacled’ presence of the Son of God is of
great relevance to a world longing for God'’s touch.

This short article is a meditative reflection on some of
the messages to the humanity revealed in the profound mystery
of incarnation. God’s intervention in the history by becoming
one among His creatures defined fundamentally who God is
and who man is destined to be in spite of his / her fragile and
finite nature reflected in its very concreteness in this pandemic-
stricken world.

God’s Dwelling Presence amidst His People: An OT Echo

The Johannine Theology of the ‘Word becoming flesh
and dwelling among us’ reminds us immediately of an OT
Theology - the Theology of the ‘tabernacled’ presence of YHWH
amidst His people unveiled in Israelites’ constructing a
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tabernacle for the Lord of Israel. The construction and installation
of the tabernacle occupy a major portion of the Book of Exodus
(Exod 25-30; 35-40). At the realization of the divine project of
constructing a dwelling place for YHWH, the God of Israel comes
to dwell at the centre of the Israelite camp. The tabernacle as
God’s dwelling place becomes the earthly copy of the heavenly
abode. It has its scope of becoming the Lord’s meeting place
with His people.

The paramount importance of the tabernacle lies in its
being a piece of heaven on earth. In fact, the chapters concerning
the tabernacle conceal profound insights into the growing edge
of Israel’s Theology of divine presence across the centuries -
the God of Israel dwells among them, at the same time, He is
not a captive deity. Actually, the tabernacle became the sacred
authors’ response to the question “How shall we sing the Lord’s
song in a foreign land?” (Ps 137, 4). They could establish a
solid foundation for the people of Israel to believe in the presence
of YHWH even when they felt defeated and brought to the
ground like ashes (J. O. LEws).

Becoming Children of God, Born of the Will of God

There is no wonder that St. John, the Evangelist, found
in the imagery of the tabernacle a fitting OT type for the ‘Word
became flesh.’ In Jesus, it was not just a piece of heaven that
came down on this earth, but the whole heaven is present amidst
humanity in His person. The dwelling presence of God is not
simply manifest in the material forms of clouds and thunders
and the divine symbols of ark and cherubim as it was in OT
times; it is manifest in the human flesh and blood of the Son of
God. With the Word becoming flesh, a new era is inaugurated.
In this new era, the true worshippers require to go neither to
Jerusalem nor to Mount Gerizim (Jn 4, 21-26), for in Jesus the
divine presence became visible to the naked eyes of humanity.
In Jesus, the humanity can feel with its senses the divine
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presence. Thus, Johannine Theology of the incarnation of the
Word of God introduces a fundamental novelty to the OT
Theology of divine presence. God takes a radical choice to
become one among His creatures manifesting His inexplicable
nature of love. In Jesus, the humanity learned finally that the
best definition of God is “love”.

But the mystery of incarnation was not merely a revelation
of the nature of God; it must be seen as a divine project of
inviting man to sharing the divine life. Indeed, God pitched His
tent among His people and manifested His divine will to bring
every flesh under His tent. This scope is clearly expressed in
the prologue of the Gospel of St. John, “But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the
flesh or of the will of man, but of God” (Jn 1, 13). This divine
plan is again and again emphasized in the Gospels. For
example, in the episode of Nicodemus visiting Jesus, Jesus
tells him in unmistakable terms: “Very truly, | tell you, no one
can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and
spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh and what is born of the
spirit is spirit” (Jn 3, 5-6).

The life and teaching of Jesus can be explained as an
example and invitation simultaneously. It is an example for us
in becoming the children of God, for those who live His message
of love in the everyday life, become living expressions of the
Word of God. Imitating Jesus means nothing other than
transforming one’s life into the Word of God. It is a process of
rebirth - a rebirth in the spirit. The mystery of incarnation is also
an invitation to the whole mankind to be sharers of divine life.
The incarnation of the Word of God showed to the mankind
that it is created for eternity. However, becoming part of the
eternity - or in other words seeing the Kingdom of God - is a
choice left to each and every one of us. We have to discover
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ourselves how our ‘enfleshed being’ should be transformed into
the Word of God.

Becoming the Word of God: The Theresian Message

Being ‘Theresian Kids’, we shall look into her life to see
how she realized in her life the divine project of becoming the
Word of God. From the very childhood, St. Therese’s
preoccupation was to do only what was pleasing to God. Her
ardent desire to conform to the will of God is best expressed in
her words after the First Holy Communion: “It was the embrace
of love! | felt that | was loved and | said in return: ‘I love You,
and | give myself to You forever.” Jesus asked nothing of me,
He sought no sacrifice. For a long time now He and little
Therese had known and understood each other... On this day
our meeting could not be called a mere meeting but rather a
fusion. We were no longer two. Therese had disappeared like
the drop of water that is swallowed up in the midst of the ocean.
Jesus alone remained. He was Master and King.”

St. Therese who disappeared as a drop of water in the
ocean of Jesus is a perfect example how our fragile flesh can
be transformed into the Word of God. There is no exaggeration
if we say that the life of St. Therese has slowly become a Gospel
for the World. There is no aspect of her life that can be separated
from the Gospel of Christ. She found her vocation in becoming
‘love’ in the heart of the Church. The love of God and love of
neighbour manifested in her life showed exactly what it means
by the scripture as it says: “For those who do not love their
brother or sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom
they have not seen” (1Jn 4, 20). The Story of a Soul is a
marvellous narration about a fragile human soul that longed
unceasingly to become one with the ‘Eternal Love’. In this effort
she has become ‘A Word of God’ to the entire humanity.

69



P~ - Se s

w@ailal ?ﬁg
=

Becoming the Word of God: The Message of our Founder

The life and message of Very Rev. Fr. Basilius Panat CST
(Vallyachan), our Founder, is another model before us to learn
how to be born again as the Word of God in our concrete life
circumstances. Vallyachan, who was greatly inspired by St.
Therese, rightly understood that following Jesus means getting
transformed into the Word of God like our heavenly patroness.
Vallyachan discovered the essence of his transformation to the
Word of God in the scriptural imagery of ‘Good Samaritan’.

The compassion and kindness shown by the so-called
‘schismatic Samaritan’ to an unfortunate, mistreated human
victim stands out vividly against the heartless discard of the
ones who may be officially defined as ‘brothers’ and ‘neighbours’
for the wounded man (J. A. FITZMYER). The Samaritan had to
break his journey; he had to spend his valuable olive oil and
wine, which, perhaps, he had brought with him as ‘First Aid’ for
himself; he had to walk a distance making his own animal at
the disposition of the one who considers him enemy; he had to
spent his time and money. The Good Samaritan, as delineated
by St. Luke, cannot but be the incarnated face of love.

For Vallyachan, “Go and do likewise” (Lk 10, 37) was not
simply a motto. It meant for him living the compassion and
kindness of the ‘Good Samaritan’ in the everyday life. It has
become his breath. He found the essence of his vocation and
Charism in becoming another ‘Good Samaritan’ on this earth.
In short, the motto “Go and do likewise” contains in it all that our
Founder wanted to leave behind as a patrimony for us, his
children. We are invited to become a good neighbour to all
wherever we are; we are invited to become a synonym for the
word of God “Go and do likewise”.
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Conclusion

In this short article, we have tried to make a meditative
journey on the theme of incarnation. This journey has reminded
us that the mystery of the ‘Word becoming flesh’ invites us to
be born again — to be born again as the Word of God in our
concrete life circumstances. Jesus, through his earthly life,
taught us how we can be born again in the Spirit. He has revealed
to us the secret of becoming the children of God. We are not
destined to perish on this earth; we are destined to be heirs of
the Kingdom of God. We have several models before us who
could transform the transient existence on this earth to the
everlasting life becoming one with the eternal Word of God.
Indeed, the Word became flesh so that the flesh may become
the Word.

2

Christmas - New Thoughts & Quotes

S

“I heard the bells on Christmas
Day; their old familiar carols play;
and wild and sweet the words
repeat; of peace on earth,
good-will to men”

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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INCARNATION: A MODE OF INTEGRATING
NATURE AND CULTURE

Fr. Libin Kozhikkottu CST

The nature-culture bond is a theoretical foundation of
contemporary Anthropology. Human nature refers to the qualities
and mode of behaviour common to humanity. Human culture
represents an aggregate of the learned beliefs, attitudes, values,
norms and customs of a society transmitted from generation to
generation. The former is generally regarded as ‘given’ and ‘static’
while the latter as ‘acquired’ and ‘dynamic’. There has been a
transition from ‘tension’ to ‘biotic relationship’ between them.
Abandoning the traditional approach of perceiving nature and culture
as opposites, the contemporary evolutionary and Social
Anthropology upholds their inseparability.! These anthropological
perspectives conform to the fundamental Christian thesis of
‘incarnation’.

Incarnation is the belief that Jesus Christ, the Son of God
(Word), became flesh (Jn 1: 14). It entails that the divine Jesus
became human. Becoming fully human presupposes not only
having a body but also becoming part of a society and culture.
Hence, the incarnation of Jesus took place in a concrete socio-
cultural context. On the one hand, Jesus became very much part
of the Jewish culture practically in everything: dressing (Jn 19: 23-
24), eating (Lk 5: 29), working (Mk 6: 3), following customs and
traditions (Mt 17: 27), and celebrating the festivals (Jn 7: 10-18).
On the other hand, he purified and reformed the same culture by
challenging unjust and inhuman practices (Mk 3: 1-6). Jesus was
not just one among the Jews; he was different and unique. His
uniqueness consists in becoming part of the culture without losing
his divine identity.

1Tim Lewens, “Human Nature, Human Culture TheCaseof Cultura
Evolution,” Interface Focus 7 (2017): 1.
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The Church has been able to communicate the Gospel

across cultural boundaries. It was historically built up by preaching

to cultures.? It was born by purifying the Jewish culture and grown

by refining the Greco-Roman cultures. However, there were

instances where its divine nature was diluted and lost by involving

more in the secular culture. Consequently, it could neither preserve

its divine nature nor purify the culture. The healthy adaptation of

the culture enriched the Church and the unhealthy adaptation

weakened its spirit. It assumes that the attempt to become part of

the culture without guarding the divine identity of the Church is

harmful and dangerous for the individual believers and the Christian

communities.

The Church repeatedly affirms cultural integration as an
imperative of evangelization. It sets incarnation of Jesus as the
theological foundation of cultural integration. Gaudium et Spes
declares: “The Incarnate, Son of the Father, has spoken
according to the culture proper to each epoch. Likewise, the
Church in the course of time has used the discoveries of different
cultures so that in her preaching, she might spread and explain
the message of Christ to all nations.” Pope John Paul II
assesses inculturation as corresponding to incarnation:
“Inculturation is precisely this insertion of the Gospel message
into cultures. For the Incarnation of the Son of God, precisely
because it was complete and concrete, was also an incarnation
in a particular culture.” Pope Francis asserts that the logic of
the incarnation is deeply cultural: “The People of God is incarnate
in the peoples of the earth, each of which has its own culture.”

2 Thomas Storck, “Human Nature, Human Cultures and the
Communication of theKnowledgeof God,” New Blackfriars 95, no.
1059 (September 2014): 553.

3 Second Vatican Council, Gaudium et Spes, no. 58.

4 Pope John Paul 11, Ecclesia in Africa, no. 60.

® Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, no. 115.
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The Church’s approach to integrate nature and culture
is theologically and anthropologically rich. However, it faces the
challenge to integrate them in practical life. Pope Paul VI called
the split between the Gospel and culture as “the drama of our
time.” This split is germane to Christian believers in general
and migrants and missionaries in particular. The gradual
widening of the split is alarming and calls for concrete
responses. Although we are in a constant fight with our fallen
nature and face limitations in comprehending the mystery of
incarnation, our response can make the integration better, if
not perfect. The following three ways may be helpful in this
process.

(1) Having the Right Direction: Jesus was sent by the Father
(Lk 9: 48). His identity of the Son of God was prior to his
being sent to the people. Jesus recurrently asserts his
identity in his life and ministry: the Son of God (Jn 20: 31),
sent by God (Jn 4: 34), the fulfilment of the promise (Mt 1:
22-23), etc. The assertion of our Christian, religious, and
priestly identities have to take place prior to any cultural
adaptation.

(2) Holding the Right Motive: Jesus involved in the cultural
practices with the motive of reaching out to the people
and purifying the culture. Our cultural adaptation has to
be motivated towards enhancing our involvement with the
people and purifying the culture spiritually and morally.
Our spiritual and moral integrity will have great value in
this process.

(83) Adopting the Right Mode: Jesus involved with the people
in communion and prayer (Jn 17: 20-23). The cultural
reformation through social action is partial; it has to be

6 Pope Paul V1, Evangdlii Nuntiandi, no. 20.
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divinely guided. Pope Francis was recently dismayed by
the ‘synodal path’ of the Church in Germany that tries to
improve Church life without prayer, Eucharist, and unity
with the rest of the Church.” It applies to catholic
communities of all cultures. Any dynamism (cultura
adaptation) without fundamentals (divine nature) leads to
chaos and extinction.

" Pope Francisto General Audience at the Vatican on November

25, 2020.

*

“It is never too late to be what you might

have been”
George Eliot
55 | o e T ot

Ring, happy bells, across the snow.

Christmas - New Year Thoughts & Cuotes

“Ring out the old, ring in the new.

The year is going, let him go.
Ring out the false, ring in the true”

Alfred Lord Tennyson
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W Christmas - New Year Thoughts & Cuctes

“Christmas is doing a little something
extra for someone”

Charles M. Schulz

“Write it on your heart that every day is
the best day in the year”

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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A CUTE IN THE ACUTE!

Bro. Juslin James Padinjaremattam CST

Finally, the Church sculptors are posed with a
challenging task before them! Long years after they have to
prepare a different mould for the statue of a saint in the Catholic
Church. With blessed Carlo Acutis having raised one step closer
to the status of Sainthood the sculptors are left with no way to
hold on to their typical finish (otherwise they had only one hectic
task before them, the finish of the head of the saint. Other parts
remained almost same for years, cassocks, habits, cross or
the Bible... sorry sometimes spears to...). Taking the author’s
unboxed imagination right for granted | would say that with our
concept of Sainthood having redefined by blessed Carlo the
time is not so far to get changed the concepts of our popular
devotions also to the extent of substituting the bow and arrow
(ambum villum) carrying offering with a sun glass wearing one!

God is incredible! When He chooses an exemplary
believer of a time to be a herald of His genuine creation, He is
not only picking up a person but also the culture and trend the
person is inseparably embedded with. Let's take the same
analogy of statues here. The statues of Saints also refer to the
uniqueness of their life time. The statue of St. George opens up
a time of wars and soldiers in which the Saint could turn out to
be an odd one out by having fought against the evil; St. Therese
with flowers and a crucifix in hand perfectly depicts how could
she be a romantic Saint amidst an age of strict religious
austerity; St. Francis of Assisi stands out with his solidarity with
the creation at a time when conquests over people and
countries were at its best. This saga of Catholic Saints as
refiners of their time has reached at a crucial point with blessed
Carlo Acutis getting raised as the Patron of Internet.
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As Covid 19 filled the remained gap between the internet
and the human being the significance of this first millennial to
be blessed is beyond predictions. He has an undisputed role
than any other saints to be on the saddle of the Catholic Church
in the post-covid period. For, with the one-year lapse of Church
activities the new gen has already covered distances beyond
the Church and her rusted Catechism can reach upon. Coping
up with a Corona virus world when the Church took a different
root of E-ways also produced some undesired results; people
became highly cynical about the unmitigated doctrines and
teachings of the Church! However, this is not anyway going to
risk her existence but is an invitation to return to a spirituality
that is no longer temple-centred but spirit-centred. A spirit-
centred spirituality is neither spacial nor doctrinal, nor qualitative
at all, but interior, serene and silent! It is as mystical as the
growing seed that would sprout and grow while the sower does
not know how it does (Mk 4: 27). My God, where this guy is
taking me? Well, perhaps you may be thinking what bearing
does a spirit-centred spirituality has on blessed Carlo Acutis
after all he is so much orthodox than many Saints of the previous
era. That's what exactly | wanted to crucify here. When | was
asked to write a short write up on Blessed Carlo | directly took
recourse to some books to know what the uniqueness of this
boy to be beatified. But that was a wrong decision! The book |
read was actually about Blessed Carlo, but if substituted the
name Carlo with Dominic Savio it becomes a book on St.
Dominic Savio; or else with Antony it becomes a book on St.
Antony! Too much orthodoxy! The one thing | found from the
reading was that Blessed Carlo used to attend Holy Mass
everyday without fail unlike his contemporaries. Its ridiculous! |
too am attending Holy Mass every day and all the Priests in the
world are also attending, but what is the difference between |
and Carlo? That’s what matters the more. How did Carlo
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become an odd one out in his time? Only an answer to this
question can attract our new gen to the Church through the
medium of Blessed Carlo. For, the language of this generation
is not in sync with the usual Church language. By this | don’t
mean to throw the baby out with the bathwater. Blessed Carlo
Acutis - an ordinary boy with all fondings of a typical teenager;
he liked playing video games, wearing jeans, rearing pets and
spent hours in online! But still what difference he made
compared with the rest of his contemporaries was that the kite
he himself was flown by God! Highlighting only visiting the
Church aspect of a deep saintly life would only provoke the
children of today to think that he was a different stuff, not of our
category! On the other hand, when they are made convinced
that Blessed Carlo was just like they themselves are it makes
all difference. *

“You are never too old to set another
goal or to dream a new dream”
CS Lewis
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“However tangled the lights are this
year, | know you’ll handle it with
aplomb. Merry Christmas!”

Maya Angelou
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FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD

Deacon Ajay Mathew Narippara C.S.T.

God had chosen people right from the beginning
of humanity and continues till now and will be in the
future too. These are people who knew God and share the divine
taste to the world. May the world be leavened and have the
saltness, further more enlightened with these glorious lamps.
Thus let our Lord known to the unknown, may the ‘reign’ and
Kingdom of God be on this earth ever more.

As | look into my life, | find myself one among those
chosen. Indeed this is a special gift given freely, so that by all
means God will be glorified. In this present pandemic situation |
realize my duty as to reflect as a divine presence and a heavenly
solace. The challenges are in multiple ways battering the
ministerial priesthood, but todays challenges shall be mitigated
with my priestly vocation.

Now | have to grow aiming at heaven and have to carry
on the very mission what the “Master” has shown and asked to
do. “Do this in memory of me.” Yes dear Lord, may | fathom
your will for me “to go and do likewise”.
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TO FULFILL THE VISION AND MISSION OF GOD
Deacon Justin Vettikkeriparambil C.S.T.

Evangelization is not a mere theoretical
teaching about Christ, an apolitical argument about Christianity,
but a sharing of the Christ experience. This sharing of the Christ
experience brings new light and inspiration, new vision and
insights which the human community left to itself cannot
discover without the experience of this Christian community.
Every Christian has his or her role to play in the Evangelization
in any circumstance.

In order to evangelize first and foremost one should know
what is Evangelization, one’s duty or responsibility in
Evangelization, the necessity of Evangelization etc. To
evangelize means to announce the unsearchable riches of
Christ, his Passion, Death and Resurrection. It is also to
proclaim his message of love and reconciliation. The Gospel is
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus knows himself as sent by
the Father to proclaim it. In fact, Matthew and Mark occasionally
characterize the whole ministry of Jesus as one of proclaiming
the Good News. Thus, Jesus is the first recipient and propagator
of the Gospel as well as the Gospel itself. The announcement
is a solemn, public and powerful proclamation.
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In Evangelization one announces the salvific plan of God
in Christ. It is this salvific design of God that transforms and
renews humanity. If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
To evangelize is to reveal to men that God is not a distant power
but a Father who makes us his children as the apostle St. John
says, “...see what love the Father has given us that we should
be called children of God and so we are.” Evangelization in the
New Testament always stresses this transcendent character
of Christian salvation. Hence, whatever is merely human is only
secondary. However, seek first his Kingdom and his
righteousness and all these things shall be yours as well. The
contents of Evangelization are in harmony with its purpose. This
is to present God of love, who revealed himself in the person
and message of Jesus the Son of God, and to show his salvific
work and his closeness to man. In other words it is the same
content of Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost: “Jesus, the
Son of God made man, who died and rose again, who lives
among us and journeys with us.” To evangelize is first of all, to
bear witness, in a simple and direct way to God revealed by
Jesus Christ, in the Holy Spirit.

“He had compassion for the people because they were
like sheep without shepherd” (Mk 6, 34). This attitude of Jesus
must echo in every heart. Missionaries must feel empathy for
them and should be the shepherds to the people who are
abandoned, forgotten and pushed to the corners.

We must make ourselves available to them to realize
fully that Jesus is the Savior who can liberate them from all
kinds of bondages and clutches of evil and restore peace in
their day-to-day life. For this, we need to opt for a life, which is
not different from theirs and identify with them in their problems,
struggles and sufferings. We are called and challenged for this
new way of evangelization. Some of the Christian denominations
think only in terms of religious conversion, which disturbs the
fanatics of other religions and are taking advantages of the
situation to attack Christians. Here we should be prudent enough
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in the work of Evangelization not to offend the people other
Religions.

At present, the situation is entirely different. Religious
fanatics and terrorist groups are always watching us with
suspicion to find out some faults. More than that, we have to
concentrate our activities on the development of the people along
with giving Christ to them.

¢ o0

%:’E A LIFE UNCOMMONLY BLEST

L Deacon Ani Kollamparambil CST
Why would anyone want to be a priest today?
Not an easy question to answer. Certainly, for a good priest
willing to put himself out for the people he serves, the life is not
easy. The demands on his time are many and constant, the
pay is minimal and the rewards are few. Yet Catholic people
respond with a deep appreciation to priests who give signs that
they genuinely care for them and are willing to do what they can
to serve them.

We should have a deep sense of doing something that
is worthwhile, even if the fruits of one’s efforts are not always
immediately visible. I've often been struck with how unhappy
so many people are with the jobs or careers into which they are
now locked; they don’t enjoy beginning a new day and can'’t
wait for it to end so that they can escape from the office or work
place. Their work is not a meaningful part of their lives.

How much better it is to find a life that is in touch with
one’s deepest desires than to simply fall into one on the basis
of circumstances or obligation. In his Spiritual Exercises St.
Ignatius of Loyola advises the person making a life decision to
place him or herself on their deathbed, to review from that
perspective the choices about to be made, to experience
whether those decisions brought happiness and fulfillment, or

92



apilar 3
were choices now regretted. Sometimes taking such a
perspective can bring a new kind of freedom into our decision-
making. To find a sense of satisfaction and peace in what one

does with one’s life is a real grace. The life of a priest demands
sacrifices, but it also can be deeply fulfilling.

There are moments for every priest when his own life
becomes transparent to the presence of God working in and
through him. At such times he becomes aware of the Spirit
within his ministry touching others, at someone’s deathbed or
in extending a reconciling hand to a person who had been
alienated from God and from the Church, or in gathering a
community for prayer in the liturgy. Sometimes when he is
preaching, the Spirit unlocks something deep within the priest,
the homily notes are put aside, no longer needed, and he speaks
to his people directly from his own heart. These are special
moments, little epiphanies, when the priest becomes in an
experiential way a sacrament of God’s grace. One feels
afterwards a deep sense of peace.

Priesthood is not a Career

No doubt some who are attracted to the priesthood see
the requirement of clerical celibacy as an obstacle. This is an
issue that needs to be honestly addressed. Priests have the
same need for affection and love in their lives, for close friends
with whom they can share themselves in an intimate way, as
other men and women. Indeed, they must be able to love if they
are to image in their lives and ministries the compassionate
love of Jesus. Properly embraced, a celibate life can free a
person to love in this compassionate and inclusive way.

This is not to pretend that a celibate life is always easy.
Not all are able to live a celibate life; it is a gift not given to
everyone (cf. Matt 19:11-12). There is no question that celibacy
can be attimes a burden, but the very fragility and need it reveals
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within the priest can open him to becoming more dependent on

God who alone can fill the emptiness of the human heart.

Priesthood is a vocation, not a career. Priesthood rightly
lived out is an expression of Christian discipleship, not the only
one, but certainly one very close to that of Peter and Andrew,
James and John and the other disciples called to be in Jesus’
company and to share in his ministry. Those who seek the
priesthood today must do so because they have heard that
same call.

“Open my eyes to the needs of our brothers and sisters;

inspire in me words and actions to comfort those who labour
and be burdened. Make me serve them truly”.
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TO BE BROKEN AND TO BE SHARED
Deacon Brijeesh Urumbil C.S.T.

“Before | formed you in the womb | knew you and before
you were born | consecrated you. | appointed you as a prophet
to the nations.” (Jeremiah: 1:5). The concept of priesthood is
always afresh in the Catholic Church. | believe that God needs
people and he calls and owns them as his own. As a quote
orates “with great power, great responsibility comes”. Our
responsibility is nothing but spread the Good News of the
Kingdom of God. But mission in the Church is changing rapidly
due to various features like technology, culture, politics, economy,
migration, the recent pandemic virus, etc. The emergence of
variety of needs has added to the mission of the Church. There
is a need for something different in the approaches of mission
that we need to adapt to be more and more effective in the
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present times. Sacraments and Liturgy play a vital role in making

the mission of the Church very active and alive in any culture
and context.

The purpose of Evangelization is not only to expand the
Kingdom of the Church but also to promote the Kingdom of
God, to bring about the influence of His Kingdom in the various
activities of the society, in human relations and the various forms
of liberation movements. We need to update and renew
ourselves to meet the needs of people of God. For that, we
have to draw blessings, strength and inspiration from Jesus
himself. Because, the origin of mission is Jesus himself. Mission
is not merely spreading the Good News of God or baptizing
many. But, we have to add or find nuances of meaning to the
mission.

We, the Church, the people of God, cannot opt-out of
the situation. So the Church has to wake up and rise to meet
the challenges of today as an opportunity to represent the
Kingdom of God. We are required to put our shoulder to the
wheel and our hand to the plough. We are to work hand in hand
with all the people of goodwill, including adherents of other faiths,
to break down to all gender and racial barriers to bring about a
holistic understanding of the presence of the Church in the world.

Mere words cannot do the mission but we have to be
authentic to our lives by following the footstep of our lord. To be
different is less realistic but it is possible when our attitude
changes. Our call is to suffer with Christ not to enjoy the richness
and joy of this life. Our mission is Lord’s mission. Be a possible
amidst the disposable.
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Days to Remember
2020 December to 2021March

January 04 - D.A. of Fr. Savio Peechatt
January 11 - D.A. of Fr. ThomasPlathottam
January 13 - D.A.of Fr.Kurian Parayakavil
January 17 - D.A.of Fr.Paul Karumathy
January 26 - RebuplicDay
January 27 - D.A.of Fr.Antony Karot
January 29 - D.A.of Fr.Martin Nalpat
February 4 - D.A.of Fr. George Madamana
February 15 - Birthday of Fr. BagiliusPanatt,
(Founder of L. F. Congregation)
March 9 - D.A.of Bro. Joby Ottaplackal
March 19 - Feast of St. Joseph
” - Congregation Day
March 21 - D.A. of Fr.TheophaneKilianthara
< N
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Fr. Tomy Alumkalkarot CST
07 December 1996

Fr. Antony Anmura CST
13 June 1996
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of Priestly Ordination
17 December 1971

Fr. Sebastian Puthenchirayil CST
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